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April 8, 2020 
 
TO: National Executive Committee Members, National Officers, National 
Chairmen, Past National Presidents 
CC: Department Presidents; Department Secretaries 
From: Kelly Circle, Executive Director 
Re: Resolution notification 
 
Dear ALA Members & Colleagues, 
It is with mixed emotions, I share this information with you. Please see the attached 
Resolution of The American Legion in which the 2020 National Convention has been 
cancelled. As a result, the American Legion Auxiliary National Convention is also 
cancelled. After careful review of our Constitution & Bylaws and consulting with 
National Parliamentarian, Chris Dickey, the 2019-2020 National Officers, Chairmen, 
and Committee members will continue to serve in their roles until the 2021 National 
Convention or upon resignation. I’ve attached a copy of the relevant sections of our 
Constitution & Bylaws supporting this action.  
 
This is certainly an unprecedented occurrence but not wholly unexpected given the 
circumstances of the pandemic. The health and safety of our membership is our top 
priority. Due to the uncertainty of the duration of the disease known as Coronavirus 
(COVID-19), and the numerous government regulations being enforced to contain it, 
our National President, Nicole Clapp, and National Vice President, Kathy Daudistel, 
respect and support the decision of The American Legion.  
 
We realize this affects everyone in different ways. Yet another disruption to our 
lives and the things we look forward to, and count on, can cause stress on our 
mental and emotional well-being. Take this time to feel and process the emotions. 
Reach out to a friend or loved one and talk about your feelings, your fears, your 
hopes. Take the time you need to do that and know we are all in this together.  
Finally, let’s make the most of this opportunity to set our course for the next century 
of service. Our current leaders are the best we could ask for to lead us through these 
turbulent times and the upcoming leadership is the best match to take us down our 
new path. We have strength, we have conviction, we have hope. We can do it and we 
will still celebrate our 100th Anniversary together at the 2021 National Convention 
in Phoenix. 
 



Article VI 

Section 1. The American Legion Auxiliary National Convention shall be held annually at the same time 
and place as the convention of The American Legion for the purpose of electing officers, receiving 
reports, and transacting such other business as shall properly come before it. 

Article IV 

Section 2. The National Convention shall elect the following term limited national officers: National 
President, National Vice President, National Division Vice Presidents, National Chaplain, and National 
Historian. Each National Division Vice President shall serve without seniority. Such officers shall serve for 
one (1) term or until their successors are elected; a term shall start upon adjournment of the convention 
at which they are elected and end at the adjournment of the following National Convention. 

Article IV 

Section 3. In the event of a vacancy in the office of the President, the National Vice President shall 
become President and shall assume the duties and authority of the office. Vacancies occurring between 
National Conventions in these offices other than National President shall be filled by election by the 
National Executive Committee, and any member of the American Legion Auxiliary, in good standing, 
shall be eligible for election to such vacancy, provided, however, that no Past National President, or Past 
National Vice President shall be elected to fill any vacancy in these respective offices. 
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No.: 3 

Title: Cancellation of 2020 American Legion Convention in Louisville, Kentucky and Awarding of 2026  

 National Convention 

Origin: Subcommittee on Resolutions 
             

 
 

Subcommittee on Resolutions Recommendation 

Approved   X 
Rejected  □ 

Referred to: □ 

Other Action □ 
 

Signature Chairman, Subcommittee on Resolutions 

 

 

 

Committee/Commission, Chairman Name, and Signature 

 

 

 

DAVID O. WARNKEN, Chairman 

Subcommittee on Resolutions 

 

 

  

WHEREAS, Article V, Section 2 of the National Constitution of The American Legion calls for a National Convention to 

conduct business at a location and time as determined by the National Executive Committee of The American Legion; and 

 

WHEREAS, Article V, Section 2 of the National Constitution of The American Legion allows for the National Executive 

Committee of The American Legion to change such location and time for sufficient reasons to it appearing; and 

 

WHEREAS, The United States of America and the world in general are currently experiencing a pandemic associated with 

the spread of Coronavirus (COVID–19) therefore causing communities, cities, states and the federal government to enact 

unprecedented emergency actions in order to contain and combat the impact and risks of spreading the COVID–19; and 

 

WHEREAS, Upon the recommendations of the United States President, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and World 

Health Organization (WHO) the emergency actions taken include, but are not limited to, restriction of mass gathering sizes, 

restrictions on unnecessary travel, closure of restaurants and other public gathering spaces, implementation of “social 

distancing” guidelines and an overall emphasis on personal hygiene and virus/germ abatement actions; and 

 

WHEREAS, Numerous departments of The American Legion are contemplating the cancellation or postponement of their 

own Department Conventions, the primary purpose of which is to conduct the business of the department and elect officers 

and elect/appoint delegates to the national convention; and 

 

WHEREAS, The governor of the State of Kentucky declared in Executive Order #2020-257 on March 25, 2020 that the 

State of Kentucky is in a public health emergency as a result of the COVID–19 requiring numerous actions to follow 

including that all people maintain safe social distancing, stay at home whenever possible and that hotels are used only for 

lodging as needed; and 

 

WHEREAS, A gathering of the members of The American Legion at the National Convention in Louisville, Kentucky 

would be in conflict with the imposed restrictions set by local and federal authorities and therefore place our members at an 

unnecessary health, safety and medical risk; and  

 

WHEREAS, The Advisory Committee to the National Commander has thoroughly discussed the situation, weighed all 

options, and determined that the course of action herein recommended is the correct and prudent course for The American 

Legion at this time; and 
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WHEREAS, The Chairman of the National Convention Commission and the Chairman of the National Finance 

Commission recommend approval of this resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS, The community of Louisville, Kentucky, understands and agrees with this course of action; now, therefore, be 

it 

 

RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion, by electronic mail vote 

pursuant to Rule 12 of the Rules of the National Executive Committee, That due to the uncertainty of the 

duration of the disease known as Coronavirus (COVID-19), the numerous government regulations being enforced 

to contain it and concern for the safety of all members of the American Legion Family, the American Legion National 

Executive Committee (NEC) agrees that present circumstances constitute sufficient reasons to cancel the 2020 

American Legion National Convention; and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, That due to these serious and sufficient reasons, the following American Legion events in Louisville, 

Kentucky, are cancelled: (1) the Pre-Convention National Executive Committee meeting scheduled for August 31, 

2020; (2) The American Legion’s 2020 National Convention scheduled for August 28–September 3, 2020; (3) the 

Post-Convention National Executive Committee meeting scheduled for September 3, 2020; and (4) all regular-

scheduled national commission and committee meetings that would have been held in Louisville; and, be it further 
  
RESOLVED, That all nationally elected and appointed officers continue serving in their current positions until the 

close of the next National Convention scheduled in Phoenix, Arizona, from August 27 through September 2, 2021; 

and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, That all national commission and/or committee chairpersons and the current commission and 

committee members continue serving in their current positions until they resign or are either reassigned or 

reappointed at the 2021 Fall Meetings scheduled in Indianapolis, Indiana, October 12–15, 2021; and, be it further 
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RESOLVED, That the National Executive Committee recommends that departments retain their current member 

of the NEC if they so desire until the post-Convention meeting of the NEC at the Phoenix, Arizona, National 

Convention on September 2, 2021; and, be it further 

 

 

RESOLVED, That any resolutions needing to come before the American Legion National Executive 

Committee, including the re-adoption of our legislative agenda, with the exception of those legislative initiatives that 

the national Legislative Commission deems to have been fulfilled or are no longer relevant, may be brought forth to 

the National Executive Committee and subsequently considered and voted on by video meetings, electronic mail or 

any other allowed means prior to the 2020 Fall Meetings in Indianapolis, Indiana; and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, That the per capita dues for the American Legion National Organization remain at $18.50 for 2021; 

and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, That due to numerous health and safety reasons and needs of our members, the American Legion 

National Executive Committee strongly urges that the national Sons of The American Legion, the national American 

Legion Auxiliary and all American Legion departments follow a similar course of action, to-wit: (1) cancel their 2020 

conventions and elections; and (2) maintain the status quo of their officers until next year; and, be it finally 

 

RESOLVED, That due to the community of Louisville, Kentucky, accommodating the American Legion 2020 

National Convention’s cancellation decision in such a prompt manner without penalty or other financial cost to The 

American Legion, the American Legion National Executive Committee is hereby awarding the 2026 National 

Convention to the community of Louisville, Kentucky, via the American Legion Department of Kentucky 

Convention Corporation. 
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