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SUBJECT: 2020 AMERICAN LEGION DISTRICT AND UNIT ELECTION GUIDANCE
From: Georgia Downs, Department President

Sharon Schulte, Department Constitution and Bylaws Chairman
To:  District Presidents and Secretaries

Unit Presidents and Secretaries

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with updated information and guidance
moving forward for your 2020 election of officer’s process. Each District and Unit within
the State of Michigan must decide what process to follow, keeping in mind the
Executive Orders in place from Governor Whitmer. The Department took action to help
the District/Units with a couple of choices.

The goal is to make this as clear as possible, but if you have any questions, please
contact, Department Constitution and Bylaws Chairman, Sharon Schulte by phone at
586-778-7485 or by email at sharonschulte_sharon_7@msn.com.

First, we will start with some background information.
April 8, 2020

The Department American Legion was notified that the National Executive Committee
passed a resolution cancelling the 2020 National Convention in Louisville, Kentucky and
the current National Officers would remain place until the 2021 National Convention in
Phoenix, Arizona. The resolution strongly urged the Departments and other Legion
family organizations, including the Auxiliary, do the same.

Also on April 8, 2020 the Department Auxiliary received a communication from the
National Auxiliary cancelling the National Auxiliary Convention, keeping the current
National Officers in place until the closing of the 2021 National Convention in Phoenix.
(Copy Attached)

April 10, 2020

The Department of Michigan Legion Executive Committee met on a conference call and
approved a resolution to cancel the Department Convention in Kalamazoo and leaving
the current Department Officers in place until the close of the 2021 Department
Convention in Sault Ste. Marie, also strongly urging all Legion family organizations,
including the Auxiliary to follow suit. They also approved a set of Emergency
Constitution and Bylaws Provisions to facilitate the process.


mailto:sharonschulte_sharon_7@msn.com

April 22,2020

On Wednesday, April 22, 2020, the Auxiliary Department Executive Committee met on a
conference call for the purpose of cancelling the Auxiliary Department Convention and
maintaining the current officers and committee chairmen until the close of the 2021
Department Convention in Sault Ste. Marie. The resolution was approved unanimously.

Emergency Constitution and Bylaws Provisions

Under Michigan law, corporations and non-profits may have asset of emergency
provisions in place in the event of State of Emergency Declarations. Because this type of
emergency has never happened before, the Department followed the law and the
example of the Legion to draft and approve emergency provisions.

These provisions give guidance to Districts and Units on how to hold elections under
these conditions. Most Constitutions and Bylaws only have provisions for nominations
and elections at a physical location; the emergency provisions allow alternate means of
nominations and elections to take place. (Copy attached)

What do you and the District/Unit need to do?

Because of our non-profit status, your District and Unit must decide how to elect
officers for the 2020-2021 year. You have two choices for action. It is up to the
individual District/Unit.

1. Pass a resolution among the District/Unit Executive Committee members stated
in your Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules, keeping the current slate of
officers in place until the 2021 elections. We have included a sample that you
can present to your Executive Committee and if it is approved, sign it, and keep
with your meeting minutes. OR

2. Hold the election in accordance with the emergency provisions, either by
conference call, email vote, mail vote, or a combination of the three, ensuring
that members only cast one vote.

Note: The key to having voting other than in-person is to ensure every member who is
gualified to vote is notified, and that it is properly tracked in some form that each
member votes only once, and that the member is in good standing.

Keep accurate minutes of the proceedings you follow and how members voted.
Documentation is critical if a member contests the slate of officers and the process; with
proper documentation, you will be able to present the evidence of how the committee
proceeded.



Send 2020-2021 Officer List to Department

After you have determined your officers, please send the list to Department even if the
officers did not change. (Form Attached)

Additional Information

Department Awards will be presented at Fall Conference. No Convention doesn’t mean
we won’t acknowledge all the effort and hard work of our members.

Department Scholarships will be awarded as usual

Department Chairmen are asked to submit their Annual Reports no later than June 15,
2020 to be included in a Book of Reports (probably digital)

Poppy Posters will be judged as usual and winners submitted to National for this year.
Poppy Scrapbooks and Handcrafts will be judged at Fall Conference

National is rolling most reports into a 2-year report for 2021. The details for each
program can be found on the National Website

Thank you for your patience as we have worked through this process. The last few
weeks have been difficult for all of us, but we hope to be back together soon. Please
continue to work our mission in whatever ways are possible. Stay positive and stay safe.










































2020 — 2021 UNIT OFFICERS LIST (Please write clearly)

NOTE: Please fill in all areas. If you do not have someone currently elected/appointed, please provide
name of who is currently serving in that capacity. PLEASE RETURN EVEN IF THERE ARE NO
CHANGES FROM THE PREVIOUS YEAR!!

Please mail to Department no later than June 1, 2020 212 N. Verlinden Ave., Ste. B, Lansing, MI 48915

UNIT NAME: DISTRICT # UNIT #
UNIT E-MAIL ADDRESS:
OUR MEETINGS ARE HELD:

(Example: 2" Wednesday of every month except July)

UNIT PRESIDENT Name: Member ID #

Address: City , ZIP
Unit mailings are sent to the Unit President. If you would like someone else to receive them instead, please designate it in the “Unit Mailing” Section:
UNIT MAILING: Name: Member ID #

Address: City: , ZIP:
Phone: E-mail:

UNIT SECRETARY Name: Member ID #

Address: City: , ZIP:
Phone: E-mail:

UNIT TREASURER Name: Member ID #

Address: City: , ZIP:
Phone: E-mail:

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR Name: Member ID#

Address: City: , ZIP:
Phone: E-mail: (required for on-tine payments

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION UNIT CHAIRMAN: (AEF, Con/By-Laws, Historian, Leadership, Membership, PPP, Public Relations)

Name Member ID#
Address City Zip
Phone E-Mail

FAMILY SUPPORT UNIT CHAIRMAN: (Americanism, Chaplain, Community Service, Education, Music)

Name Member ID#

Address City Zip
Phone E-Mail

VETERAN/MILITARY SUPPORT & ADVOCACY UNIT CHAIRMAN: (VA&R, Legislative, Poppy, National Security)
Name Member I1D#

Address City Zip
Phone E-Mail

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT UNIT CHAIRMAN: (Children & Youth, Girls State, Junior Activities)

Name Member I1D#

Address City Zip

Phone E-Mail




The American Legion Auxiliary is a family of sisters and now brothers that stick
together even though we are going through challenging times with most of us
honoring “staying at home order” and if possible, working from home. Despite the
challenging environment with the Pandemic, we continue to grow our membership.
Michigan is second in Central Division with 25,283 members reaching goal of
91.46% as of 4/1/2020 based on National reporting. Congratulations, members!!

All of you may not know that your membership chairperson, Anita Mennel,
challenged Kanas in obtaining goal first. The prize being whoever wins the challenge
will get to dress the losing Department President in a fashionable manner of their
very own choice. Keep working hard Michiganders, so we can dress Kansas in a
fashion of our choice!

I am so proud to be part of such a caring and giving organization. We stress taking
care of our Veterans and their families; reliving Lincoln’s promise every day.

Thank you for all that you do and keep our soldiers and their families in your prayers.
Stay home if you can and stay safe! Keep our Legion Family in your daily prayers.
God Bless!

Georgia Downs
President

ALA Department of Michigan



Dear Auxiliary Members,

Many questions have been coming into department
about Poppy Days for this year. Our official Poppy Day
will never change as it is set by national. This is
traditionally designated as the Friday before Memorial
Day each year. Your local Poppy Day, (when you offer
poppies for donations), may be held on the national
date, however, these dates may vary from unit to unit as
necessary.

Please remember that there are no refunds/returns
on your Poppy purchases. These poppies are made by
our veterans and they work hard for their Poppy wages.

|II

We understand units may not be able to have “norma
Poppy Day routines this year due to the public safety
issues surrounding the COVID — 19 virus. The safety of
everyone is the highest priority right now, so we need to
think outside of the box more than ever this year. Units,
Posts, Squadrons and Chapters are encouraged to be
creative this year. Every penny makes a difference in the
lives of our veterans. If you decide to use the internet for
your Poppy Day activities, please be careful as there may
be fees associated with some online methods such as Go
Fund Me campaigns where a portion of the money raised



is kept by the host organization. Any activity, fundraiser
or event that keeps a portion of the donations
generated by Poppy Day is strictly prohibited.

Some other ideas would include unit mailings or email
blasts to our Legion family asking them to send their
Poppy donations directly to your unit secretary/treasurer
and calling our Legion family to ask for individual poppy
donations. These methods also give you an opportunity
to check-in on your members and their well-being.

Another option is to have your membership hold onto
all those returnable bottles and then donate the funds
when they’re able to return them to the stores for the
deposit. Make it a “Pop for Poppy” drive and include
your Juniors and young SAL members.

Our members have and always will be there for our
veterans whenever they need us for the next 100 years.

In service To God and Country,
Connie Kovacs
Poppy Chairman

Check out the Virtual National Poppy Day Facebook
Watch Party Friday, May 22 at 12:00-1:00pm.



May flowers!

Greetings! What a crazy time we are experiencing! COVID-19 will be a memory one day, and one we
might want to put out of our mind, but | doubt that will easily happen. Membership doesn’t stop for
anything, and COVID-19 has only made more challenges. How is your unit handling this? At first,
everything was just ‘on hold’, but we can’t stay on hold any longer. So again, | ask, how are you coping?

| trust you all participated in the one week of caring and sharing AND reported your success! (Although |
am still waiting for those stories) Wasn't that great timing???

Michigan has been working hard in the membership program, but let’s not stop now, we are SO CLOSE
to 100%! When was the last time we reached that? Big thank you to all those units who have already
reached goal, and for those who are close, there is still time. Reach out thru your local newspaper, call
members that have yet to renew OR those that need to be reinstated.

| believe there is nothing that a person can be challenged with, that can’t be accomplished_IF the put
their best effort into it. Are you putting your best effort forward? There is still time.

RRR

Anita Mennel
2019-20 Membership Chair.
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